1
Was the target/reference population and the setting clearly defined? (Is it clear to which (sub-)population results of the study refer?) 2 Was the sample frame taken from an appropriate population base so that it closely represented the target/reference population under investigation?
3 Was the selection process likely to select subjects/participants that were representative of the target/reference population under investigation? 4
Were measures undertaken to address and categorise non-responders?
5 Was the sample size justified?
6
Were the outcome variables (a) clearly defined and (b) measured appropriate to the aims of the study?
Were the outcome variables measured using instruments/measurements that had been trialled, piloted or published previously?
8
Is it clear what was used to determined statistical significance and/or precision estimates? (e.g. p-values, confidence intervals (CIs)) 9
Were the methods (including statistical methods) sufficiently described to enable them to be repeated? 
Results

(a)
